
Plumbing Craft

Lesson Review:

Rough-in



What is ‘Rough-in’?

• The very first part of your 

plumbing project is what is 

referred to as ‘rough-in’

• Rough- in, comes in two 

stages.



Stage 1 Rough- in

This picture illustrates the
first stage of rough-in.
You can see the building
drain, a waste branch,
preparation for the stack
and all lines are exposed.

It is important to note that
the first stage occurs
before walls are
constructed and typically it
is the water and sewer lines
that are brought to the
property.



Stage 1 Rough- in continued

• Before a single pipe is laid, as the plumber, you should be 

certain of the location of the water main and the sewer 

connection. It wise to have drawings from WASA to help you 

in this regard.

• Get familiar with the WASA codes, they will come in handy

for the trenching aspect in this phase. 



Stage 1 rough- in continued

Look at the isometric drawing. Create a
material list for this design and state how
each piece will connect to the other.

What type of plumbing is being requested?
Water or Waste?



Stage 2 Rough - in

• While stage 1 required 
outside work without walls. 
Stage  2 brings you inside 
the building walls.

• Can you identify the fixtures 
to be installed based on the 
rough-in shown in the 
picture?



Stage 2 Rough-in continued

• This stage can easily be 
described as the most 
difficult stage of plumbing. 
As the plumber, you must 
place pipes and fitting 
accurately so that the 
fixtures can be attached 
easily during installation.

• Measurements must be 
exact and allowances made 
for the type of fixtures the 
client wishes to be 
installed.



Just a bit of a reminder 
see if you can identify stage 1 or 2.








