
 

Sterilization and Sanitation 

Principles of Prevention. 

There is no better way for a salon to make a good first impression than to maintain the highest 

level of cleanliness. This makes a positive statement that fills your clients with confidence. 

We will first learn about the two most important words when trying to prevent the spread of 

bacteria/diseases.  

1) Decontamination is the removal of microbes /pathogenic bacteria (harmful) from tools 

and surfaces. Decontamination involves the use of physical or chemical means to remove 

/ destroy pathogens. This makes it safe to handle or dispose of objects used in the salon. 

2) Contamination is when a surface is filled with microbes / bacteria. It doesn't matter how 

clean a surface may seem; chances are they are contaminated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are three main levels of decontamination: 

Sterilization 

The highest level of decontamination which completely destroys all bacteria on a surface 

Example:  placing combs and brushes in boiling water. 

 

Sanitation 

This is the lowest level of decontamination. The word if often misused. Cleaning with soap 

and other mild detergents will sanitize a surface. 

Example:  Washing your hands with soap and water.  

 

Disinfection 

This controls bacteria on nonporous surfaces such as cuticle nippers and other implements. 

Disinfectants are chemical agents used to destroy most pathogenic bacteria and some viruses 

on surface areas.  

They should not have contact with the hair, skin or nails. 

Example:  the use of bleach on floors and barricade on metal implements. 

 

Treating with Blood in the Salon 

Material list: 

Gloves, gauze/cotton, band aids, alcohol wipes, a small scissors and a zip-lock bag. 

Step 1- Put gloves on dominant hand.  

 

 



Step 2- Open Ziplock bag and place on table. 

 

Step 3- Place the bleeding gauze/cotton used and apply pressure on bleeding area. Dispose of 

the used gauze/cotton in zip-lock bag. 

 

Step 4- Apply alcohol swab to cleanse area then apply band aid. Place alcohol swab in zip-

lock bag.  

 

Step 5- Disinfect all implements used example: cuticle nipper, nail clipper, etc. Disinfect 

surface area used. Place all wipes gloves or any material used in zip-lock bag, close bag and 

discard in trash/bin. 

                       

See link below:  

https://youtu.be/OZU6KVzn77Y 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/OZU6KVzn77Y

